
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2003-269-T —ORDER NO. 2004-50

FEBRUARY 4, 2004

IN RE: Application of Midlands Specialty Services,
Inc. , 7575 Irmo Drive, Columbia, SC 29212
to Amend Class E Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity No. 9723.

) ORDER APPROVING )

) AMENDMENT OF gad
) CERTIFICATE

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) by way of the Application of Midlands Specialty Services, Inc. (Midlands

or the Applicant), whereby the Applicant seeks approval of an amendment to its

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity No. 9723 to reflect an amendment to its

authority provided under such Certificate. Specifically, the Applicant requests the

approval of the following modification:

FROM: Household Goods, as defined in R. 103-210(1):
Between points and places in Richland, Lexington and Fairfield Counties,

SC

TO: Household Goods, as defined in R. 103-210(1):
Between points and places in South Carolina

It appears from the Applicant's request that the request for the change in the scope

of its Certificate results from an expansion of the Applicant's business and an increased

demand for its services.

On October 13, 2003, the Applicant was instructed by the Executive Director of

the Commission to publish the Notice of Filing in this matter. On October 30, 2003, the
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Applicant served on the Commission proof of publication of the Notice in The State

Newspaper and The Greenville News on October 17, 2003. No parties filed with the

Commission to intervene in this matter.

A hearing in this matter was commenced on January 8, 2004, at 2:30 p.m. in the

Commission's Hearing Room. The Honorable Mignon Clyburn, Chairman, presided.

Mr. Fred Litteral, President of Midland's, appeared and testified on behalf of the

Company. Additionally, Mr. David Jones, the owner of Discount Mattress Sales,

testified as a shipper witness on behalf of the Applicant regarding his prior use of the

Applicant in moving valuable and fragile items. The Applicant was represented by John

J. Pringle, Jr., Esq. , and the Commission Staff was represented by its General Counsel, F.

David Butler, Esq. Testifying for the Commission staff was Mr. L. George Parker, Jr.

Mr. Litteral testified that the Applicant specializes in moving very fragile or

difficult to move articles of household goods. He further testified that the Applicant is

frequently contracted as a third party by other major household movers in South Carolina

to move specialty items such as grand pianos. The witness further testified and provided

evidence of significant growth by the Applicant over the past three years as a result of an

increased demand for its services. Mr. Litteral testified that the Applicant had recently

finished construction of a new one million dollar storage facility in Irmo, South Carolina,

had increased its fleet of moving vehicles from 1 to 4, and had increased its number of

employees from 2 to 11, all over the past three years.

The need for the Applicant's services on a state-wide basis was confirmed by Mr.

David Jones who testified on behalf of the Applicant. Further, Mr. L. George Parker, Jr.,
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Director of the Transportation Division of the Commission, testified that he had inspected

the Applicant's facilities and equipment on January 7, 2004, and confirmed that the

Commission Staff found the Applicant to be fit, willing, and able to perform the services

which they have requested to be permitted to provide in this matter.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Midlands is a South Carolina Corporation and operates as a mover of

Household Goods in the State of South Carolina under a Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity No. 9723.

2. Under Certificate No. 9723, Midlands is currently limited to offering its

services in the Counties of Richland, Lexington, and Fairfield.

3. Midlands desires to expand its services to operate as a mover of household

goods throughout the State of South Carolina.

4. The Commission finds that based on the testimony and evidence presented

at the hearing in this matter that Midlands has established sufficient facts to evidence that

it is fit, willing, and able to operate as a mover of household goods throughout the State

of South Carolina.

5. The Commission finds that the Applicant has presented sufficient facts to

establish that the granting of the certificate amendment requested by the Applicant is

warranted and required by public convenience and necessity.

6. The Commission further finds that the financial records of the Applicant,

and the inspection by the Commission Staff, establish that the Applicant possesses
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sufficient financial resources and equipment to provide the expansion of services

requested in its Application.

7. The Commission finds that the expansion of the Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity of the Applicant to allow Midlands to operate on a state wide

basis would be in the best interest of the citizens of the State of South Carolina.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission concludes that Midlands is fit, willing, and able to

operate as a mover of household goods throughout the State of South Carolina and to

provide the services for which authority is sought by its Application.

2. The Commission concludes that Midlands has shown that the present

public convenience and necessity require the moving services offered by Midlands in the

proposed service area, i.e. statewide within South Carolina.

3. The Commission concludes that the approval of the Applicant's authority

provided for in this Order is for an amendment to the Applicant's operating scope in

territory only and does not authorize any additional or further changes in the Applicant's

regulated services.

4. The Commission concludes that a thorough review of the matters asserted

in the instant Application establishes that the Applicant is entitled to the relief and action

requested in its Application.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the relief sought in the Application for modification of Certificate of

Public Convenience and Necessity No. 9723 by expanding the territory and area in which
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the Applicant may operate as a mover of household goods from "[b]etween points and

places in Richland, Lexington, and Fairfield Counties, SC," to "[b]etween points and

places in South Carolina" is hereby granted.

2. That based on the testimony presented at the hearing in this matter and the

additional documents and evidence contained in the record in this matter, that the

Applicant is fit, willing, and able to provide household goods moving services throughout

the State of South Carolina.

3. That the approval of expansion of the Applicant's authority provided for

in this Order is for an amendment to the Applicant's operating scope in territory only and

does not authorize any additional or further changes in the Applicant's regulated services.

4. That a modified certificate shall be issued to the Applicant as provided

herein.

5. That prior to receipt of such amended Certificate, the motor carrier

services authorized by such Certificate may not be provided on a statewide basis.
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6. That this Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of

the Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:
Mi on L. Clyb, Chairman

Bruce F. Duke, xecutrve

(SEAL)
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_'___ ._/JJ_

Mi_yfi/on L. Clyb, lt_i, Chairman


